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SECTION A
Answer Question 1. Write your answer in the space provided.
Study Sources 1 and 2 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

1 How far could the historian make use of Sources 1 and 2 together to investigate the
reasons for the Kulturkampf?

Explain your answer using both sources, the information given about them and your
own knowledge of the historical context.
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SECTION B
Answer ONE question in Section B.

You must start your answer to your chosen question on the next page.

EITHER

2

OR
3

How accurate is it to say that the Treaty of Versailles was the most significant reason
for support for the Nazis in Germany in the years 1919-24 and 1930-33?

(Total for Question 2 = 25 marks)

‘The GDR state was weak from its start in 1949 and this mainly accounts for its
collapse in 1989!

How far do you agree with this statement?

(Total for Question 3 = 25 marks)
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Sources for use with Section A.

Source 1: From Bismarck’s speech to the Reichstag, 30 January 1872. Here he is
commenting on the recently-formed Catholic Centre Party.

It is disgraceful that a religious party has formed in this parliament as it brings
religious belief into political debate. It was a grave political error on the part of
Catholic politicians that they formed this Centre party in the first place.

At first, | did not judge but then | learned what tactics this new party used in

order to achieve success in elections. We had hoped that it would be a support 5
for the government, that it would display respect even when it considered the
government mistaken and would maintain a sense of proportion, especially

among the masses. But | was forced to listen in sadness and anger as election
speeches and press articles influenced the elections by appealing to the

passions of the lower classes, stirring them up against the government. In any 10
of these election speeches, | never read anything good about the Prussian
government, anything acknowledging its achievements.

| do not agree with their idea that every religion must receive a share of civil
service appointments equivalent to its proportion of the population. It would

end in chaos. It begins with the Cabinet; then the provincial officials would 15
also have to be appointed proportionately, then the officials in all government
agencies.

The government is determined to see that every religion is free within this

state, especially the large Catholic one. But we cannot agree to it exercising

power over the state. The Catholics are seeking political conquest rather than 20
defending themselves. Legislation is needed. We cannot agree to the demand

by religious authorities to have a permanent part of state power.
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Source

2: From Eduard Hiisgen’s biography of the Catholic Centre Party leader Ludwig

Windthorst written in 1907. Hiisgen was a leading Catholic writer and campaigner. In

1871, he had been dismissed from government service in Prussia because of his affiliation

with a Centre Party newspaper.
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The Kulturkampf was the mobilisation of religious opposition to Catholicism,
the assembling of state power at all levels, and its use in all areas. It included
education against anything labelled Catholic or even remotely associated with
the Catholic Church.

Like a poisonous atmosphere, like a kind of disease, the Kulturkampf hovered
over our fatherland. According to popular belief, being a Catholic made you
an enemy of the Reich, unpatriotic, too loyal to the Pope and hostile to the
fatherland. You were also assumed to be a follower of the Centre Party and
opponent of any cultural aspirations.

It was seen as acceptable to make Catholics aware of their political and social
inferiority in the clearest possible way and to deny them equality in public

and private life. At that time, engaging in the Kulturkampf was considered
necessary, correct, and patriotic, and even an essential for acceptance at

the highest levels of society. One simply had to show blind determination

in following all the demands of the government and the Conservatives with
respect to anti-Catholic legislation. Otherwise, one ran at least the risk of being
considered disreputable, politically speaking. Also, one must not forget that
every now and then the Progressives and the National Liberals were even
worse than the Conservatives.
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